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ALL ABOUT

GOLDFISH BOWLS



Ask almost any fish-keeper - even one running an 800lt marine aquarium complete with live coral and rare, delicate fish - where their aquarium obsession began and they will usually tell you it was a goldfish bowl when they were a child. Talk about humble beginnings!

There is a strong trend in the aquarium industry of the United Kingdom at the moment: the boycott of goldfish bowls (or any small, unfiltered tank). This sheet will explain why, and why we at Aqua Life, in some ways, tend to agree. Yet we still sell bowls. Such set-ups for goldfish are vanishing in the UK because they can easily become death traps, which is why on one hand we approve of the trend. We do not believe a ban on bowls is the answer, though. Rather, education and awareness is. A goldfish bowl works perfectly fine and can be safe for the fish, provided the keeper is aware of the potential problems that can occur.


This sheet is not to discourage you from having a goldfish bowl. Nor is it to make you regret your purchase, if we have given you this sheet with your new bowl set-up. It is simply to let you know of the problems that can occur more easily in a bowl than in a larger, filtered aquarium. Knowing these things will help you manage your bowl, keep your fish healthy and save you money (on medications or even replacement goldfish!).
Below are the potential problems you may encounter with your bowl, and how

to avoid them. Follow these guidelines and you should get long-lasting

enjoyment from your bowl and have healthy, happy fish!
the problem of GAS EXCHANGE:


This one is simple. A bowl of, let’s say, 7 litres has a far narrower opening at the top than a rectangular tank of the same volume. It is through this opening that the water takes in more oxygen which, of course, your little goldfish breath. Also, bowls aren’t typically fitted with filters or aerators. The solution is even simpler: unless your bowl is quite large, only keep two very little goldfish. This is the first step to making sure your bowl is fun for you and your children, rather than a death trap for the fish.
the problem of AMMONIA:


This one can be complicated, but we’ll keep it short and sweet. Basically, all organic waste (fish faeces, fish urine, uneaten food) dissolves into the water in your bowl and becomes ammonia. This is a problem because the gills on your fish burn when in contact with ammonia, even if it is only a trace amount. So they hang near the surface, struggling to breath. They usually die very quickly. In a filtered aquarium, special bacteria in the filter sponges literally digest the ammonia and break it down into a non-toxic form. In your bowl, this does not happen. To ensure your fish aren’t swimming around in their own toilet, you will need to change most (if not all) of the water very regularly. Some people do this weekly, some more often then that. There is no set rule, it all depends on how many fish, and how many litres. When the water looks dirty or has a white, milky haze: that’s ammonia. You shouldn’t wait for this to happen before you change water, as by then it is usually too late. Some ammonia can be present in crystal-clear water, so remember: water clarity and water quality are two different things! Being sure not to overfeed and leave food to go off on the bottom will help minimise the problem, too. Please be aware that some areas may have a low level of ammonia in their town water supply, which will cause difficulty before the fish have even had a chance to mess it up themselves! NOTE: always treat town water with a conditioner to remove chlorine, fluoride, etc.
the problem of EXTERNAL CONTAMINATION:

A small volume of water, with no filter and no lid to cover the top… it’s not really a problem in itself, but it leaves it susceptible to external contamination. Be careful to avoid using insect repellents in the same room as the bowl. Also watch for hairspray and deodorants. Even nail polish (if you put your hand in the water) could be a hazard.

the problem of STABILITY


No, not the stability of the bowl itself, but rather the chemical stability of the water. Things such as pH (that’s how acidic the water is) and temperature will fluctuate from one extreme to the other in a short space of time in such a small volume of water. Fish, in general, aren’t adept at dealing with big changes. Most people select a bowl because they want to keep it simple and make their first go at fish-keeping easier. In fact, they’d be better off going for a large aquarium if they want it easy. Why? The larger the volume of water, the more stable it is, the better it holds a constant temperature, and the more margin for error you have with problems like ammonia. Many tropical fish-keepers, when they set up their very first marine (salt water) aquarium, wouldn’t dare try it in anything less than 200lt! They want to make a potentially difficult thing as easy and stress free as they can.
TO SUM UP… Please do not let this put you off having a goldfish bowl. At Aqua Life, we only want you to understand the above potential problems so that you may have more chance of success, for your sake and for the sake of your fish. If, after reading this, you are thinking that a filtered aquarium might be the way for you, then that’s fine as well.
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In short, here’s what to remember if you keep a goldfish bowl:
· bigger bowls are easier,
· less fish is safer,

· do not overfeed: remove uneaten food,

· change water and change it often,

· be careful of aerosol sprays,
· closely supervise children if it is their responsibility,
· always use a conditioner if filling with tap water.
PLEASE NOTE: The 48-Hour Live Fish Guarantee that is offered at Aqua Life Warrnambool Aquarium does not cover any fish kept in any form of unfiltered tank, due to the high risk.

All Information & Care Sheets were written by Aqua Life.

Information & advice intended as a guide only.
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